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SOUTHERN IDAHO BUREAU OF 

RECLAMATION REPAYMENT ACT 
OF 2007 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 467) to authorize early repayment 
of obligations to the Bureau of Rec-
lamation within the A&B Irrigation 
District in the State of Idaho, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 467 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Southern 
Idaho Bureau of Reclamation Repayment 
Act of 2007’’. 
SEC. 2. EARLY REPAYMENT OF A&B IRRIGATION 

DISTRICT CONSTRUCTION COSTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 

213 of the Reclamation Reform Act of 1982 (43 
U.S.C. 390mm), any landowner within the 
A&B Irrigation District in the State (re-
ferred to in this Act as the ‘‘District’’) may 
repay, at any time, the construction costs of 
District project facilities that are allocated 
to land of the landowner within the District. 

(b) APPLICABILITY OF FULL-COST PRICING 
LIMITATIONS.—On discharge, in full, of the 
obligation for repayment of all construction 
costs described in subsection (a) that are al-
located to all lands the landowner owns in 
the District in question, the parcels of land 
shall not be subject to the ownership and 
full-cost pricing limitations under Federal 
reclamation law (the Act of June 17, 1902 (32 
Stat. 388, chapter 1093), and Acts supple-
mental to and amendatory of that Act (43 
U.S.C. 371 et seq.), including the Reclama-
tion Reform Act of 1982 (13 U.S.C. 390aa et 
seq.). 

(c) CERTIFICATION.—On request of a land-
owner that has repaid, in full, the construc-
tion costs described in subsection (a), the 
Secretary of the Interior shall provide to the 
landowner a certificate described in section 
213(b)(1) of the Reclamation Reform Act of 
1982 (43 U.S.C. 390mm(b)(1)). 

(d) EFFECT.—Nothing in this Act— 
(1) modifies any contractual rights under, 

or amends or reopens, the reclamation con-
tract between the District and the United 
States; or 

(2) modifies any rights, obligations, or re-
lationships between the District and land-
owners in the District under Idaho State 
law. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 days to revise and extend 
their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
The purpose of H.R. 467, as amended, 

introduced by our colleague Congress-
man SIMPSON, is to authorize early re-
payment of landowner obligations to 
the Bureau of Reclamation within the 

A&B Irrigation District in south-
eastern Idaho. 

The A&B Irrigation District receives 
part of its irrigation water supply from 
the Bureau of Reclamation’s Minidoka 
Project. H.R. 467, as amended, will pro-
vide administrative consistency be-
tween the landowners within the A&B 
Irrigation District and those within 
other districts served by the Minidoka 
Project. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation simply 
allows landowners to pay off their fi-
nancial obligations related to the Bu-
reau of Reclamation’s Minidoka 
project. We believe this legislation is 
appropriate and, in fact, may provide a 
slight financial benefit to the United 
States. 

In the 109th Congress, the Sub-
committee on Water and Power held a 
hearing on similar legislation. This 
legislation was subsequently passed by 
the House. We have no objection to this 
noncontroversial bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 467. H.R. 467, 
sponsored by our colleague MIKE SIMP-
SON, allows for the early repayment of 
capital costs associated with a Federal 
water project in Idaho. 

Under existing law, landowners who 
benefit from this water project cannot 
prepay the capital costs they owe to 
the Federal Government. But this bill 
gives the Bureau of Reclamation the 
ability to accept prepayment from 
these landowners. This legislation ben-
efits the American taxpayer because it 
allows early revenue to flow into the 
U.S. Treasury and allows local land-
owners to reduce their debt. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
very good, commonsense bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GRIJALVA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 467, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PIEDRAS BLANCAS HISTORIC 
LIGHT STATION OUTSTANDING 
NATURAL AREA ACT OF 2007 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 276) to designate the Piedras 
Blancas Light Station and the sur-
rounding public land as an Outstanding 
Natural Area to be administered as a 
part of the National Landscape Con-

servation System, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 276 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; DEFINITIONS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Piedras Blancas Historic Light Station 
Outstanding Natural Area Act of 2007’’. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this 
Act, the following definitions apply: 

(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

(2) LIGHT STATION.—The term ‘‘Light Sta-
tion’’ means Piedras Blancas Light Station. 

(3) PUBLIC LANDS.—The term ‘‘public 
lands’’ has the meaning stated in section 
103(e) of the Federal Land Policy and Man-
agement Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1703(e)). 

(4) OUTSTANDING NATURAL AREA.—The term 
‘‘Outstanding Natural Area’’ means the 
Piedras Blancas Historic Light Station Out-
standing Natural Area established pursuant 
to section 3. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds as follows: 
(1) The publicly owned Piedras Blancas 

Light Station has nationally recognized his-
torical structures that should be preserved 
for present and future generations. 

(2) The coastline adjacent to the Light Sta-
tion is internationally recognized as having 
significant wildlife and marine habitat that 
provides critical information to research in-
stitutions throughout the world. 

(3) The Light Station tells an important 
story about California’s coastal prehistory 
and history in the context of the surrounding 
region and communities. 

(4) The coastal area surrounding the Light 
Station was traditionally used by Indian 
people, including the Chumash and Salinan 
Indian tribes. 

(5) The Light Station is historically associ-
ated with the nearby world-famous Hearst 
Castle (Hearst San Simeon State Historical 
Monument), now administered by the State 
of California. 

(6) The Light Station represents a model 
partnership where future management can 
be successfully accomplished among the Fed-
eral Government, the State of California, 
San Luis Obispo County, local communities, 
and private groups. 

(7) Piedras Blancas Historic Light Station 
Outstanding Natural Area would make a sig-
nificant addition to the National Landscape 
Conservation System administered by the 
Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Land 
Management. 

(8) Statutory protection is needed for the 
Light Station and its surrounding Federal 
lands to ensure that it remains a part of our 
historic, cultural, and natural heritage and 
to be a source of inspiration for the people of 
the United States. 
SEC. 3. DESIGNATION OF THE PIEDRAS BLANCAS 

HISTORIC LIGHT STATION OUT-
STANDING NATURAL AREA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In order to protect, con-
serve, and enhance for the benefit and enjoy-
ment of present and future generations the 
unique and nationally important historical, 
natural, cultural, scientific, educational, 
scenic, and recreational values of certain 
lands in and around the Piedras Blancas 
Light Station, in San Luis Obispo County, 
California, while allowing certain rec-
reational and research activities to continue, 
there is established, subject to valid existing 
rights, the Piedras Blancas Historic Light 
Station Outstanding Natural Area. 

(b) MAPS AND LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS.—The 
boundaries of the Outstanding Natural Area 
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